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Help to Save Our State Parks 
Vote No on #13 on the November Ballot 


(Senate Constitutional Amendment No. 33) 


Everyone can help to save our state parks 
from desecration and destruction. If proposi- 
tion No. 13 on the ballot should carry, Cali- 
fornia will have broken faith with the gen- 
erous persons who gave millions of dollars to 
match state money used to purchase redwoods, 
beaches, mountains, and historic sites that go 
to make up our unexcelled state park system. 

These parks afford priceless recreation to 
our own citizens and attract countless visitors 
to California. This amendment would com- 
mercialize and ruin our parks by throwing 
them all open to prospecting for oil when- 
ever, in the opinion of the legislature or cer- 


tain state administrative bodies, their possible 


$$ 


oil and gas values exceeded their recreationg| 
value. 

No wonder that Dr. John C. Merriam, 
President of the Save-the-Redwoods League, 
which has raised millions of dollars used for 
the purchase of the incomparable redwoods, 
Point Lobos, and Calaveras Grove, has said 
that the passage of this amendment would 
“put the League out of business.” It would 
dry up these generous gifts. Who would give 
money for the purchase of memorial groves 
if it were possible to sell these groves and 
use the money derived from such sales “for 
any other purpose” that the legislature might 
choose, as the amendment provides? 

Leading citizens, organizations, and news 
papers throughout the state have sprung to 
the defense of our parks, and are vigorously 
opposing this proposal, Get your newspapers 
to oppose this “grab” editorially, and urge 
all the voters you can reach to vote No on 
No. 13 on the ballot. 

Let this dangerous and unnecessary attempt 
to commercialize our parks be buried under 


an avalanche of “‘No”’ votes. 


Wo. E. Co.sy, Chairman 


State Park Commission 1927-1936 


The Annual Dinner 


The annual dinner and reunion of mem- 
bers of the Sierra Club will be held Saturday 
evening, December 7, at the Sir Francis 
Drake Hotel, Powell and Sutter streets, San 
Francisco. The French Room wil! be opened 
at 6:30 and dinner will be served in the 
Empire Room at 7. While formal dress is 
customary, it is not necessary, and no one 
should have the least hesitation about coming 
informally if that is more convenient. There 
will be a friendly welcome to members of 


the Club and their friends, a few brief talks, 
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followed by dancing. President Tappaan 
will preside. Arrangements are being made 
by David R. Brower, chairman of the dinner 
committee. Reservations for group tables 


should be made early. Tickets, at $2.50 each, 


may be obtained at the office of the Club, 
1050 Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street, San 
Francisco, and it will greatly assist the com- 
mittee if tickets are obtained at least a week 


in advance. 


Directors Meet at Tuolumne Meadows 


A meeting of Sierra Club directors was 
held in the McCauley Cabin on the Club 
property in Tuolumne Meadows on Septem- 
ber 1, 1940. All directors were present ex- 
cept Prof. Joseph N. LeConte, who was un- 
able to make the trip. The minutes of the 
meeting held May 4 were approved as 
printed in the June Sierra Club Bulletin, 


J.N. LeConte Resigns 


The resignation of Prof, LeConte as di- 
rector was presented, Prof. LeConte gave as 
his reason for resigning that since moving 
permanently to Carmel it has been increas- 
ingly dificult for him to attend directors’ 
meetings. The Board accepted the resigna- 
tion and instructed the Secretary to reply to 
the letter of resignation as follows: 

The Directors of the Sierra Club accept 
your resignation with extreme reluctance 
and regret. It is only because we realize 
the difficulties attending your further con- 
tinuing as a member of the Board and the 
genuineness of your desire to resign that 
we comply with your request. You have 
been a member of the Board of Directors, 
President of the Club, and for many years 
its Treasurer. You have always participated 
in the activities of the Club, and have 
given the weight of your prestige and in- 
fluence to the accomplishment of the ob- 
jects for which the Club stands, We hate 
to see broken this important tie which 


binds the early life of the Club with its 


present activities. However, we are happy 

in the knowledge that your office as Hon- 

orary President of the Club entitles you 
to be present at any of the meetings of the 

Board of Directors and we assure you that 

we will always listen to your suggestions 

with as great respect and appreciation as 
we have in the past. 

E. Stanley Jones, Chairman of the South- 
ern California Chapter of the Sierra Club, 
was elected by the directors to fill the vacancy. 

The amount of contribution toward Club 
finances by the outings was considered, It 
was pointed out that, where in past years 
there was but one outing, this year there were 
five different types of outings, greatly in- 
creasing the overhead and secretarial work, 
especially during the spring and summer 
months. After a discussion participated in by 
members of the Outing Committee as well 
as the directors, and based upon the opinion 
of the Secretary and Treasurer, it was de- 
cided that $900 would be a proper contribu- 
tion to the Club treasury for the year 1940, 


instead of the $420 contributed in past years. 


Sanctuary for Mountain Sheep 


A report from the local office of the Na- 
tional Park Service, accompanied by a map 
prepared by Joseph Dixon, Field Biologist, 
indicating the proposed sanctuary for the 
Sierra bighorn, was presented to the Board. 
This proposed sanctuary, on the east side of 


the Sierra near Mount Baxter, coupled with 








4 SIERRA 


CLUB BULLETIN 





the protection afforded by Kings Canyon 
National Park to the west, would give the 
largest known remaining band of bighorn 
fairly complete protection. The area sug- 
gested would be bounded on the west by the 
summit of the Sierra from Black Mountain 
to Sawmill Pass; the northern boundary 
would be Creek; the 
boundary the north fork of Oak Creek; and 


the eastern boundary the township line 


Sawmill southern 


Range 34 East. The proposed sanctuary in- 
cludes the most important winter range of 
these bighorn, does not contain any impor- 
tant trails, and is little used by hunters or 
stockmen. This protection might well enable 
the bighorn to repopulate their original 
range. The cooperation of the Sierra Club 
in bringing about the establishment of this 
refuge was authorized, and a committee com- 
posed of Arthur H. Blake, Joel H. Hilde- 
brand, and Norman B. Livermore, Jr., was 


appointed to make this cooperation effective. 


Park and Forest Policies 

The bill (H.R. 9351) to amend the so- 
called Antiquities Act, now pending before 
Congress and providing for the setting aside 
by the President of recreational areas on the 
public domain, was discussed, and the Board 
took action opposing this legislation on prin- 
ciple. It was felt that the public would be 
unable to differentiate between recreational 
areas in which the act would permit mining 
and hunting, and the existing national parks 
and monuments where such activities are 
prohibited. The present system was deemed 
to have worked satisfactorily, and it was the 
opinion of the Board that the whole national 
park and monument system would be seri- 
ously weakened by enactment of the pro- 
posed legislation. The Secretary was in- 
structed to communicate this conclusion to 


the California congressmen. 


Mr. Starr reported on the action of the 
National Park Service with relation to nex 
trails and winter sports development, and }; 
was resolved that Superintendent Lawrence 
C. Merriam, of Yosemite National Park, re. 
ceive the sincere thanks and appreciation of 
the Club for his cooperation in these mat- 
ters. Superintendent Merriam was present at 
part of the meeting at the invitation of the 
directors. 

In response to the request of the National 
Park Service, an easement for construction 
of a road to Kanawyers over the Kings Can- 
yon property given the Club by Jesse Agnew 
was authorized, if and when a decision to 
build the road is made by the National Park 
Service and its construction undertaken. The 
easement is to be granted to the Government 
without compensation, and the President and 
Secretary of the Club were authorized to 
execute the conveyance. The President was 
authorized to appoint a committee to confer 
with the National Park Service with regard 
to this road and other matters relating to the 
Kings Canyon National Park. The commit- 
tee appointed was as follows: Wm. E. Colby, 
Francis Farquhar, Joel Hildebrand, Walter 
Huber, Walter Starr. 

Attention of the directors was called toa 
bill recently introduced in Congress to pro- 
vide for the construction of a highway over 
Mammoth Pass to Northfork, California. 
A committee, consisting of Messrs. Robinson, 
Huber, and Norman B. Livermore, Jr., was 
appointed to study the subject of trans 
Sierran routes and report at the December 
meeting of the directors. 

It was decided, upon recommendation of 
a special committee studying the matter, to 
request the Forest Service to make certain 
provisions for sanitary facilities on Mount 
San Gorgonio. The committee already acting 


will continue to carry on a survey of the 





compara 
summer. 
It wa 
to disco 
in the n 
the opi 
this wo! 
cost, fu 
they wo 
tinued « 
structed 
the Nat 
present 
service 
The 
the bill 
an Ores 
twenty 
No acti 
and the 
meeting 
Thee 
tively ¢ 
early J 
graphed 
to Tuo! 
prepare 
regardit 
Canyon 
taken ul 
the dire 


his pres 


Anse 
tee stu 
LeCont 
ley, rer 
ously p 
interior 
useful 
plated ; 


inform 


i 


tion of the 
ion to new 
lent, and jt 
t Lawrence 
al Park, re. 
"eciation of 
these mat- 
$ present at 
tion of the 


1e National 
onstruction 
Xings Can- 
esse Agnew 
decision to 
tional Park 
taken. The 
overnment 
‘sident and 
horized to 
sident was 
to confer 
ith regard 
ting to the 
e commit- 
E. Colby, 
d, Walter 


alled toa 
88 tO pro- 
Lway over 
‘alifornia. 
Robinson, 
» Jr, was 
of trans 
December 


dation of 
natter, to 
e certain 
1 Mount 
dy acting 
y of the 





SIERRA 


CLUB BULLETIN 


Ww 





comparative uses of the area in winter and 
summer. 

It was reported that there was a proposal 
to discontinue the ranger-naturalist service 
in the national parks. The directors were of 
the opinion that the educational value of 
this work, together with its relatively low 
cost, fully warranted its continuance, and 
they would regret the service being discon- 
tinued or impaired. The Secretary was in- 
structed to communicate with the Director of 
the National Park Service to ascertain the 
present status, and to urge that this admirable 
service be continued, 

The attention of the Board was called to 
the bill now pending in Congress to establish 
an Oregon Seacoast Park, commencing about 
twenty miles north of the California line. 
No action was deemed advisable at present, 
and the matter was put over to the December 
meeting of the Board. 

Theodore S. 


tively connected with the Club during its 


Solomons, who had been ac- 


early years when he mapped and photo- 
graphed the High Sierra, made a special trip 
to Tuolumne Meadows to read a carefully 
prepared report giving his “tentative views 
regarding the development of the Kings 
Canyon National Park.” This report was 
taken under consideration, and the thanks of 
the directors extended to Mr. Solomons for 


his presentation. 


Lodges 


Ansel Adams, as chairman of the commit- 
tee studying plans for use of the Club’s 
LeConte Memorial Lodge in Yosemite Val- 
ley, reported that F, E. Baldauf had gener- 
ously prepared plans for the refitting of the 
interior of the building so as to make it more 
useful to the public. These plans contem- 
plated a more extensive display of mountain 


information, photographs, maps, and files 


which would enable members and the public 
to secure accurate information concerning 
trips in the High Sierra, It was declared to 
be the policy of the Board to make reasonable 
additional appropriation for this purpose in 
future years. A special committee was author- 
ized to take up with the Federal Government 
the question of the relation of the Club to 
the Government and the public in the matter 
of furnishing such information, and certain 
expense connected with this public service. 
Messrs. Farquhar and Colby were appointed 
to act as such committee. 

In view of the resignation of F. C. Hol- 
man, who had for so many years served so 
conscientiously as custodian, the Lodge Com- 
mittee announced that Edward H. Anderson 
and his wife had been selected as custodians. 
Mr. Anderson, appearing at the meeting by 
request, told of what he thought might be 
done to add to the service rendered the pub- 
lic at the lodge. 

Proposed alteration of the natural land- 
scape in the vicinity of Parsons Memorial 
Lodge was considered, and it was decided 
that no changes should be made. The direc- 
tors had the benefit of Mr. Baldauf’s views 
on the subject, as well as the tentative plans 
generously supplied by Mark H. White, 
which were shown to the Board. In a com- 
munication on the subject Mr. White indi- 
cated that removal of the present temporary 
wall would be adequate. The Secretary was 
instructed to write a letter of thanks to Mr. 
White for the time and trouble he had taken 
in preparing the plans. 

Obliteration of the road across the Tuol- 
umne Meadows property, from the bridge to 
the main highway, was authorized, should 
the Park Service desire to do so. It was the 
opinion of the Board that the road approach- 


ing the property from Lembert Dome would 
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be sufficient, and that the removal of the 
other road would improve the landscape. 

Albert Duhme, custodian of the Soda 
Springs property, had designated areas for 
parking the cars of visitors to the soda springs, 
and was authorized to carry out this plan, in- 
tended to preserve the meadow. 

In view of the many demands upon the 
Lodge Committee for upkeep of the various 
lodges, the Treasurer was authorized to work 
out plans for increasing the appropriation 
for such lodges. 

Mr. Robinson was authorized to continue 
negotiations with the Southern Pacific Com- 
pany for acquisition of certain land near 
Tappaan Lodge essential for winter sports 


activities. 
Chapters 


The committee appointed to study the 
financial condition of the Southern Califor- 
nia Chapter reported the need of that chap- 


ter for additional financial assistance from 


the Club. The directors adopted the repor 
of the committee recommending that afte 
January 1, 1941, the Club should carry the 
rental of the Los Angeles office of the Club 
It was the opinion of the Board that the Lg 
Angeles office was sufficiently related to the 
main activities of the Club to justify the 
assumption of this financial burden, 

The sum of $5 was appropriated for the 
Mother Lode Chapter for the current year, 
to aid in defraying the expense of The Bo- 
nanza, its local publication. 

The continuation of a special assistant to 
the Executive Committee to December 41, 
1940, especially for the preparation of a 
suitable booklet descriptive of the activitie 
of the Club, was authorized. 

The Secretary was given authority to sign 
in behalf of the Club a certificate required 
by the Twelfth and Oak Building Corpor 
tion essential for the collection of certain 
moneys due on a certificate of stock owned 
by the Club. 

Ws. E. Corsy, Secretary 


Federation Enjoys Washington Alpine Hospitality 


and 
warmth of hospitality, the Washington Al- 


With perfection of arrangements 
pine Club played host over the Labor Day 
holidays to the Federation of Western Out- 
door Clubs. Guye Cabin and the adjacent 
Sahalie Ski Club lodge were filled with the 
130 members of twenty-seven outdoor clubs 
of California, Oregon, and Washington that 
were represented at the convention. Nine of 
the twelve guests from California were mem- 
bers of the Sierra Club. 

Officers and delegates struggled three days 
with an agenda of conservation and recrea- 
tional problems in which member clubs were 


mutually interested. The guests, meanwhile, 


spent their spare time, between necessary 
sleeping and eating of some mighty tasty 
meals, in roaming forests, peaks, and crags 
in pursuit of their favorite outdoor hobby— 
walking, climbing, nature, or just enjoying 
the good companionship of members of other 
clubs, Added to these pleasures were lectures, 
speeches, campfire entertainment, and mo 
tion pictures, including the 1938 American 
Alpine Club Expedition to K, and the con- 
quest of Shiprock. 

Guests from the Park and Forest services 
were present, including Col. John R. White, 
new Director of Region Four of the National 
Park Service. Lyle Watts and Jack Horton, 
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respectivel} Regional Forester and Assistant 
Regional Forester, represented the North 
Pacific Region of the Forest Service, aided 
by H. Be 


Saterbo, ranger, of the Snoqualmie National 


Plumb, Supervisor, and Bernt 


Forest. Assistant Regional Forester C. B. 
Morse was present from California. Also 
attending were three national park superin- 
tendents: Preston P. Macy (Olympic), O. 
A. Tomlinson (Rainier), and Eivind T. 
Scoyen (Sequoia). These service representa- 
tives not only assisted greatly in the discus- 
sions by supplying needed information, but 
did their bit in aiding the entertainment. 
Resolutions were enacted crystallizing the 
important results of deliberations. Among 


the most important were: 


Concerning the National Park Service— 
The bill (H.R. 9351) to create national 
recreational areas was opposed; the ranger- 
naturalist service was commended; new min- 
ing developments in national parks and for- 
ests were opposed ; clarification was requested 
for the office order affecting transportation 
in and admission to national parks. 

Concerning the Forest Service—For pro- 
tection of the McKenzie River and national 
forest roadside strips, support of the Mc- 
Nary-Doxey Bill was authorized; the climb- 


ing policy for mounts Hood, St. Helens, and 
Baker was favored; concerning the Mining 
Law of 1870, revision and correction of 
abuses by means of an amended Magnusson 
Act was urged. 

Concerning State Parks on the Pacific 
Coast—California Senate Amendment 33 
(Proposition 13 on the November ballot) 
was opposed; removal of park commissions 
from political control was favored; addition 
of certain cutover lands to the Oregon state 
park system was favored. 

New O fficers—New officers were elected 
as follows: President, Ed. J. Hughes (Maza- 
mas); Vice-President for California, Phil S. 
Bernays (Sierra Club); for Oregon, Her- 
man J. Erren (Trails Club of Oregon) ; for 
Washington, Ben C. Moeers (Mountain- 
Martha K. 
Darcy (Mazamas) ; Corresponding Secretary, 
Matilda J. Smedberg (Contra Costa Hills 
Club); Editor Western Outdoor Quarterly, 
Arthur H. Blake (Sierra Club). 

The 1941 
Nesika, the lodge of the Trails Club of Ore- 
gon, Larch Mountain in the 


Mount Hood National Forest. 


eers); Secretary-Treasurer, 


convention site selected was 
located on 


ArtTHUR H. Brake, 
Delegate of the Sierra Clud 


Burro Trips, 1940 and 1941 


| have seen it happen seven times now and 
still I don’t see how it is possible. Nineteen 
greenhorns hit the trail some morning with 
twelve burros and a horse. They don’t know 
how to pack. They don’t know how-to cook 
in the open, They don’t know how to climb. 
They get blisters and sunburn. The mos- 
quitos bite them and ants crawl into their 
beds, 


The second day out all this begins to 


change. Someone discovers that cake can be 
baked in a reflector oven. Someone else learns 
how to find burros by tracking them. Still 
another learns what a butterfly knot is good 
for. The mysteries of the “‘topog” map are 
uncovered. First Aid is discussed. The art of 
leadership is examined. The difference be- 
tween cirrus and cumulus clouds is learned, 
and the call of the ground squirrel is distin- 


guished from that of the cony. 
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Someone catches a nineteen-inch golden 
trout. Another finds the restorative properties 
of “giggle-water.” Others climb up where 
the golden eagle builds its nest, and look far 
down on the Sierra Nevada, a white-capped 
sea frozen solid in a storm. 

Such are the burro trips. Four of these 
green parties hit the trail at Florence Lake 
this summer and four returned tough, 
browned, and smiling. We explored Piute 
Creek, Humphreys Basin, the Evolution 
and Blackcap 


Basin. Among our climbs were Black Giant, 


country, Goddard Canyon, 


McGee, Darwin, Huxley, Spencer, The 
Hermit, and Humphreys. After the first 
party trained the burros to cross swinging 
bridges the animals behaved beautifully. 
The leader of the fourth trip was the worst 
casualty—he got a stomach ache. The most 


serious matter we can report was the loss of 


three can openers by the second party, 

Plans for next summer’s burro trips are 
well under way. We hope to have the sam 
leadership. We expect to have the same 
burros. Again we will have four Parties of 
twenty persons each, and each will be in the 
mountains for two weeks. The trips wil! stan 
the first week of July. Base camp will be ip 
the Kings Canyon and trips can be taken 
north to Granite Pass, Palisade Creek, and 
Mather Pass; or east to Woods Creek, Rae 
Lake, and Bubbs Creek; or south to the Big. 
horn Plateau, the Kern Kaweah, and Cloud 
Canyon. 

If you like the trails, if you want to leam 
something about mountaineering, and if you 
want to have the time of your life—remen- 
ber the 1941 Burro Trips! 


Mitton HiLpEBRAND 


1940 High Horse Trip 


So far as the management can determine 
at this early date, the 1940 High Horse Trip 
went off without a hitch (excepting, of 
course, the diamond hitches on the mules). 

And if the trip was hitchless except for 
the diamonds, a lion’s share of the credit is 
due to the enthusiastic group of repeaters 
from last year. The octette of returning 
*3gers, together with familiar faces among 
packers and commissary, welded the group 
together in short order. In no time at all, 
everyone knew everyone else and we were all 
just a big happy Sierra family. 

Our route traversed four passes ( Kearsarge, 
Granite, Muir, and Piute) and plenty of 
rough trail. But everyone took the rough 
spots as a Sierran should. In fact, the rougher 
the riding, the better everyone seemed to 
like it (particularly after it was over, of 


course ). 


Our roughest trail was between Simpson 
Meadow and Palisade Creek. I must confess 
to sprouting several gray hairs in five minutes 
just below the Devils Washbow]l. Twenty- 
five riders packed head to tail (horses’ heads 
and tails, of course) on the trail overhanging 
the Washbow! was bad enough. But when 
John Jay, our photo friend, started weaving 
in and out of the horses on foot, it was a bit 
unnerving to an onlooker. It all turned out 
for the best, however, and Jay got some ex- 
cellent movies. 

Though the Washbowl trail was reall} 
and truly rough, we found in most places 
that trails were much improved, a result of 
the good work of this year’s Park Service 
crews. We passed trail workers at Bubbs 
Creek, Copper Creek, and LeConte Canyon. 
All of them were doing the right kind of 





work—good common sense work on surface, 
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alignment, and water turnouts, rather than 
pert blasting of straight-graded survey 
trails. 

Not only our two-timers, but firsts as well, 
pitched a helping hand here and there so 
that all went smoothly and we were able to 
emulate Dick Leonard by preventing rain. 

We were surprised and disappointed to 
fnd Granite Basin extremely dry. Several 
popular campsites were waterless, But what 
water there was had a delightful tempera- 


ture, so that much bathing was enjoyed by 


all. It’s an ill dry season that flows nobody a 
warm bath! 

Though it’s a bit early to plan for next 
year in detail, we already have hopes. By 
using some of the stock left by the High Trip 
at Tuolumne Meadows, we could cover a 
good part of the Muir Trail on the way back 
to Independence—perhaps enough so that 
the ’3gers who can come in 741 will have 
covered the whole Muir Trail. Anyway, let’s 
hope, and look forward to another good year. 


Ike LiverRMor! 


Light Packs and Heavy Appetites 


Far more difficult than the 1940 Knap- 
sack Trip is the task of convincing non- 
participants that knapsacking is anything less 
than self-inflicted punishment. Perhaps knap- 
for this 


dominant misconception. For where is the 


sackers themselves are to blame 
back-packer who will fail to stress the great 
weight he was carrying? He may have been 
mut for two weeks, on thirteen days of which 
he stayed put and carried no noticeable pack 
at all, But if he started out with a short haul 
and a sixty pound pack—well, you’ve heard 
it yourself: “We were carrying sixty pounds.” 

Of course, it’s very self-satisfying to ap- 
pear hardy, but all this chest-thumping has 
harmed the game. Knapsacking is the least 
expensive way to enjoy mountains, and it 
need not be reserved to “the aristocracy of 
the physically fit.” This fact was established 
on the 1940 trip. 

Our itinerary was leisurely: a thirty-four 
mile circuit, mostly off-trail, around the 
Palisades, with two weeks in which to make 
it. Our personal equipment was limited to 
twenty pounds (there was no hard-hearted 
weighmaster, since those who exceeded the 
limit paid with their own sweat). There was 


but little community equipment to divide 


among the fifteen participants. And only 
once did we carry as much as three days’ 
food. Simple arithmetic will prove that the 
packs, therefore, were light (averaging 25- 
30 pounds). Nor did we hunger. We en- 
joyed an abundance of food, and had to 
leave some behind at many campsites, even 


second and third des- 





after doing our best 
serts after campfire—to put it to better use. 

There is no denying that eating ade- 
quately, with packs so light, is unusual. We 
planned it that way. On both preceding 
knapsack trips, loads were made bearable 
through the use of one food cache per trip. 
This year we took the next step, and ‘had 
three food caches carried in by east-side 
packers, and laid at Willow Lake, Dusy Lake, 
and Fourth Lake. Thus we were never more 
than a day’s travel from an adequate food 
supply. This diminished somewhat our in- 
dependence of animals and trails—a point 
of pride with most knapsackers—but we 
found compensating comfort when, on our 
longest moving day, we carried only lunch. 

With most of the sack thus eliminated 
from knapsacking, we nevertheless did not 


confine ourselves to napping. Added to the 
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ascents of the five knapsack passes we crossed 
were climbs of Temple Crag, Mount Sill, 
and North Palisade by the regular routes, of 
several unnamed peaks in the region, and the 
class four traverse from Middle Palisade to 
Disappointment Peak. Most of these were 
mass ascents, so that in the addition of man/ 
days of mountaineering to the man/days of 
moving, the time account for the trip is just 
about balanced. This does not mean that 
there were no less strenuous pastimes. The 


part of High Trip meadoweer was played 


by all of the people some of the time, and 
all of the age groups—from 18 to 60—ep. 
joyed it. 

Just where next year’s dollar-a-day cache 
and carry trip is to be scheduled has not ye 
been decided. But wherever the knapsacker 
go, this much is certain: no - asonably active 
Sierra Club member need siay home. 

But don’t forget to bring last summer’ 
rain checks, and to prepare to boast of how 
light your packs will be. 

Davin R. Brower 


Tuolumne Meadows Trip Ends Outing Season 


Bringing the total participation in last 
summer’s Club outings to a figure approxi- 
mating 10,000 man/days, the Tuolumne 
Meadows all-chapters trip over the Labor 
Day weekend was enjoyed by 175 persons. 
With a base, including central commissary, 
at Parsons Memorial Lodge, the members 
devoted three days to exploring nearby 
beauty spots, to minor ascents of the lower 
peaks, to comfortable swims in the pleasantly 
cool Tuolumne River. These pleasant pas- 
times were interspersed with sumptuous 
meals, hilarious campfires. 

For all its pleasantness, however, the trip 
was characterized with ulterior motives. Un- 
willing to see this vast reservoir of man- 
power go untapped, the Lodge Committee 
had arranged, through the courtesy of Yo- 
semite Superintendent Lawrence Merriam, 


to borrow an imposing array of tools of sweat 





—picks, mattocks, crowbars—some seventy 
pieces in all..-The Committee contrived to 
place these in the hands of all able-bodied 
persons, including women as well as men. 
Their task was lined out for them—a 1500- 
foot ditch was to be excavated as protection 


for a pipeline to the lodge from a redis- 


covered spring just off the Sierra Club prop- 
erty. Those who know the property will 
appreciate the difficulty of ditch-digging in 
glacial moraine, and will join in the tribute 
to the volunteers who finished half the job 
before the weekend was over. Perhaps some 
credit should go to the rejuvenating qualities 
of the famous soda springs, always conven- 
iently close to the project. 

Although formal outing reunions have 
been held in San Francisco and Los Angeles 
subsequent to the Tuolumne trip, it is doubt- 
ful whether urban atmosphere could usher 
in the natural reunion mood that quietly and 
unexpectedly crept into the Tuolumne gath- 
ering. It may have been the salutary effect 
of having all fifteen directors present that 
established the mood. Perhaps it was the 
presence of old-time high trippers, who 
found in this an outing in which they could 
readily take part. No matter whose the re 
sponsibility, however, this trip, combining 
reunion, work-party, directors’ meeting, and 
general enjoyment of the Tuolumne Mead- 
ows region in late summer, has indicated that 


it may well be repeated from year to year. 
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Improvements at the Clair Tappaan Lodge 


Again reinforced is the growing tradition 
that no summer passes without some improve- 
ments or additions to the Club’s mountain 
headquarters in the Donner Summit region. 
The Lodge Committee think they see an end 
to additions. In fact no material additions of 
space OF accommodations have been under- 
taken this summer nor are any contemplated 
for the future. During the past four months 
the work at the lodge has been devoted to 
completing the external construction of the 
southeast wing and to augmenting the fire 
protection. The beautiful shake roof put on 
the main lodge in 1935 has been removed 
and, since the shakes were still good, they 
have been applied to the walls of the cor- 
ridor and dining room unit. On the main 
building the new metal “Stormseal” roof 
harmonizes with the roofs of the two wings, 
and affords a much more spark resistant sur- 
face as well as one that will shed snow more 
easily. All three roofs are to be painted— 
this fall, if possible. 

From a number of silver pines felled on 
Signal Hill, handsome, massive logs have 
been cut and trimmed for the buttresses and 
lintels that will face the new construction. 
Cavernous excavations have been filled with 
concrete and rock to form piers for the but- 
resses. We hope that those buttresses and the 
log entrances to the front and the ridge trail 
doors will be completed for winter use. 

The men will find their dormitory a dif- 
ferent place this winter. After reorganizing 
the present chaos created by gnawing beavers 
and sky-hook acrobats, there will be a new 
stairway from the ramp hall to the catwalk 
between the second-story beds, This will do 
away with the ladder at the west end, but 


the ladder in the washroom will remain. The 


same number of bunks will be arranged as 
in the past. There will be new lighting. In 
place of the two 30-gallon hot water tanks 
will be put the 150-gallon tank now located 
back of the kitchen range, since this is to be 
replaced by a new 300-gallon tank—for bet- 
ter dishwashing. The net result will be prac- 
tically to double the present hot water storage 
capacity. Also in the men’s annex the ceilings 
of the first story dormitory and basement ski 
room are to be covered with solid, fire- 
retardant material. 

Two fire-escape balconies are to be added 
and a first-aid room installed next to the 
custodian’s quarters under the dining room. 
It is desirable to finish the kitchen interior 
walls and improve the lighting in the main 
corridor for the sake of safety as well as 
appearance. The rigging of the ski tow is 
being overhauled and a ticket booth is to be 
built, 

The work so far accomplished has been 
done by small parties of volunteers going to 
the lodge each weekend, with scarcely more 
than a dozen different persons bearing the 
brunt of the labor since most of these loyal 
helpers have been repeaters. On the plans 
outlined much remains to be done, and there 
is still a wood supply to be hauled in. Crimpy 
nights are more frequent, forewarning of 
the approaching snow. 

Completion of this season’s projects will 
be possible only if there is a hearty response 
of workers. Members in the Bay Region, 
especially the skiers who benefit directly by 
these improvements, are urged to help by 
joining one or more of the weekend work 


parties. 


Lewis F, Clark 
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Sky-Land Trails of the Kings 


Enjoyed last season by 65,000 persons, the 
original Sierra Club Kings Canyon Park 
film, “Sky-Land Trails of the Kings,” has 
now been augmented with many new scenes 
and activities from the 1940 High Trip, to 
give a colorful portrayal of our newest na- 
tional park. Produced originally as an aid 
to the creation of the park, the film has been 
re-edited to present the Sierra Club approach 
to the Sierra. The pleasures and tribulations 
of the High Trip, Saddle, Burro, and Knap- 
sack trips are all recorded. Flowers, wildlife, 
climbing, commissary, campfires are blended 
with the matchless High Sierra grandeur 
from Evolution Creek to Colby Pass, from 
sunrise to sunset. The photographers have 
endeavored to refresh your High Sierra 
memories, and to acquaint your sea-level 
friends with the joys of travel in our moun- 


tain wilderness, and the necessity of pre- 


serving it to benefit the generations to Game 
The Club hopes that this picturejp 
function fully by being widely shown, 
will be appreciated if members and the 
readers will endeavor to arrange showing 
before groups of 200 or more. The mame 
copy of the film is available for Jimi 
showings, accompanied by a member wh 
knows the film and can supplement its story 
with narration. Also available is a natuml 
color duplicate of the original “Sky-Bgad 
Trails,” for which there is no rental charge, 
the only expense being that of film tram 
portation to and from San Francisco, 
The first San Francisco showing of ithe 
new color film will be made October ifm 
the Pacific Gas and Electric Company agi 
torium, at 8:00 P. M. Subsequent showing 
may be arranged through the Sierra Gib 


office, San Francisco. 


A Winter Photograph Exhibit—November and December 


While it has long been the custom for 
members to exhibit photographs taken during 
the summer outings, there has been no corre- 
sponding display of the great many winter 
photographs that have been made. Accord- 
ingly, the month of November has been set 
aside for a winter photograph exhibit in the 
Club rooms in San Francisco, and it is hoped 
that all members who enjoy the photogenic 
qualities of the winter scene will participate. 

The best prints will be displayed on the 
Club room walls until mid-December. The 
unsurpassed prints will be printed in the 
forthcoming magazine number of the Bu//e- 
tin, Other prints and snapshots may be dis- 
played in albums or portfolios, as has been 
the practice with the summer exhibit. 

For the purposes of this exhibit, winter 
is limited to the snow belt. Action should be 


represented, as well as the snow landscape. 


It is hoped that there will be photographisat 
details, as well as horizons. Photographiiét 
particular merit should be glossy (but 
ferrotyped), approximately 8x10 inches, 
mounted on 14x18-inch bristol board. Itami 
help if the title and photographer's mame 
are penciled lightly under the print. Ente 
should be mailed by October 31 to Wintt 
Photograph Exhibit, Sierra Club, 1050 Mili 
Tower, San Francisco. 

Exhibitors of summer photographs Bat 
customarily permitted members of the Clb 
to obtain prints at a slight margin above Gm 
For this purpose it is requested that each 
photograph be numbered and that the price 
be stated. Orders will be placed throught 
Club office and will be forwarded after tit 
close of the exhibit. 

Dates for exhibition of the winter phot 
graphs by the chapters will be announced. 
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